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Adolf Hitler on the Outbreak of War in 1914 (Retrospective Account, 1925)

[...]

The struggle of the year 1914 was not forced on the masses — no, by the living God — it was
desired by the whole people.

People wanted at length to put an end to the general uncertainty. Only thus can it be understood
that more than two million German men and boys thronged to the colors for this hardest of all
struggles, prepared to defend the flag with the last drop of their blood.

[...]

To me those hours seemed like a release from the painful feelings of my youth. Even today | am
not ashamed to say that, overpowered by stormy enthusiasm, | fell down on my knees and
thanked Heaven from an overflowing heart for granting me the good fortune of being permitted
to live at this time. A fight for freedom had begun, mightier than the earth had ever seen; for
once Destiny had begun its course, the conviction dawned on even the broad masses that this
time not the fate of Serbia or Austria was involved, but whether the German nation was to be or
not to be.
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