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After a week of walking about in this great industrial city, covering an area as big as Middlesex, I 

have the feeling that the working man, composing the overwhelming part of the population, is 

filled with contempt of the government in Berlin and with hatred of the government in Paris ... 

This settlement will, it is felt by the Ruhr miner, dispose of the mineral wealth by which he gets 

his livelihood to a combine of international financiers, and he will be left to his fate ... Small 

wonder that the feeling is widespread that the Berlin government thinks more of making 

propaganda out of the 'French robbery' than of providing the workers of the Ruhr with fuel for 

the winter ... The financing of the passive resistance in the Ruhr bids fair to become one of the 

scandals of capitalist plundering of public funds. I find that, of the 89 blast furnaces in the Ruhr, 

only four are now working. The rest are cold, and most have fallen in and will have to be built up 

again. The same applies to coking ovens, most of which were of the old type. These will be 

rebuilt for the trusts, at the expense of the German state, on the modern type. Now the German 

trusts have already received the cash for the rebuilding of the plant in foreign currency – when 

the mark stood at 20,000 to the £ sterling – from the Reichsbank, and have got it safely tucked 

away in some corner of the world. Some have paid the Reichsbank back in marks at 1 million to 

the sterling. Others are in no hurry and will wait until the mark falls a little further. 

 

 

 

Source: Morgan Philips Price, Dispatches from the Weimar Republic, Versailles and German 
Fascism.  London, Sterling, Virginia: London, 1999, pp. 164-65. 


