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Volume 8. Occupation and the Emergence of Two States, 1945-1961
OMGUS Survey on the Influence of the United States and the Soviet Union (1946-49)

The U.S. and the Soviet Union emerged from World War |l as the world’s superpowers. The
vast majority of Germans in the American occupation zone assumed that the U.S., which

possessed the atomic bomb, would exert the greatest influence in the world in the coming ten
years. But 10%, by contrast, predicted that the Soviet Union would be the dominant power.
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Fig. 14. Relative Influence of the United States and the Soviet Unii
0 estion: "Which country will have the greatest influe n world affairs
th ne t ten years?"’
S e: OMGUS Report 175, June 1949, p. 47.
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