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Volume 5. Wilhelmine Germany and the First World War, 1890-1918 
Rationing in Principle 
 
  

 
 
 
Source: Otto Goebel, Deutsche Rohstoffwirtschaft im Weltkrieg einschließlich des Hindenburg-Programms [The German Raw Materials Industry in World 
War including the Hindenburg Program]. Stuttgart, Berlin, Leipzig: Deutsche Verlagsanstalt, 1930, p. 104. Translation: Jeffrey Verhey and Roger Chickering 

Inventory of supplies, acquisition, storage, processing, 
mixing, and accounting by the War Corporations 

according to the guidelines of the specialized sections of 
the KRA [Kriegsrohstoff-Abteilung, War Commodities 

Department] 

 
Allocation to 

public 
agencies 

Requisition of Supplies 
(from commercial and industrial 

warehouses, and, to some 
extent, from consumers) with or 

without delivery to the War 
Corporations 

The Securing of Raw 
Materials 

Delivery (either directly or 
through authorized dealers) 

to the War Corporations 

Importation of Raw Materials 
Purchase and exchange with 

neutral nations, allies, and 
occupied territories, with or 
without delivery to the War 

Corporations 

Delivery  
to other users that have been 

accredited as central procurement 
agencies (railway, postal system, etc.) 

Delivery of the finished products to the 
Central Army Procurement Agencies for 

immediate use by troops or for temporary 
storage in artillery depots, engineer parks, 

or the military clothing offices 

Allocation for manufacture of supplies that are 
approved (by certificate) for the army’s immediate 

requirements, as well as supplies of indirect military 
importance (that have been cleared) for the armaments 

industries and transportation facilities with the 
cooperation of distribution agencies and war committees. 

Sorting of raw materials for 
which the army has no use (or 

which are expendable) and other 
goods to the civilian population 

(for example, through the Federal 
Clothing Agency) 

Allocation to 
those who are 
obligated to 

auxiliary 
service as well 
as to POWs. 

Return of Used Raw 
Materials and of Garbage 
by the army, industry, and 

private citizens 
 

Allocation to commercial firms for 
distribution to individual citizens in 
return for ration cards issued by local 
auditing agencies and ration-card 
issuing agencies 

Sorting 
for export to allies and (for 
compensation) to neutrals 


